INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
of any auditory imagery. Indeed, when I just look
at a strange score, I find it impossible to image the
harmonies, though I could play them, and can sometimes
feel their emotional significance merely from the score.
What I do image with great visual clearness is the piano
keyboard, and I see my hands playing. If I am sitting
actually at the piano reading, I look, of course, a good deal
at the keyboard and at my hands, but mostly at the score,
finding my way about the piano by a combined imagery
of sight and arm-position.
If I now want to play the piece from memory I cannot
do so, even though I iiave played it hundreds of times with
the music, wliich I hardly feel the need to attend to. Yet
remove it, and I must stop Nor can I, by giving much
thought, see any image of the score good enough to replace
the actual score. If I want to learn to play by heart, I have
to learn to start the action with the keyboard image. I
look at my hands more and deliberately. I fix landmarks
in the piece according to their keyboard position, and leave
the flights between them to the muscle memory of my fingers.
There is a distinct strain about the process, as great as,
though different in quality from, the strain of first reading.
It seems clear that the attention of learners at the piano
might with profit be directed to the question of forming
visual images of the keyboard, and to the question of forming
auditory images from the unplayed score, and this, I under-
stand, is now done in the practice of the best teachers
following the best methods, as that of Mrs. Curwen.
The whole question of the interconnection of these forms
of imagery and the way in which visual, auditory, and kin-
aesthetic percepts and images afct as cues to one another,
can be more readily followed after one has some knowledge
of the way in which some of these mental activities are
connected with certain areas of the brain. And we may take
the opportunity of making a short" study of the brain's
topography, and some of its functions.
100

